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Mr. J. Barry Harrelson Oe 
April 16, 1997 | | 
Page 9 3 


“George Bush” in question. CIA is now checking whether the search query 
included George Herbert Walker Bush prior to 1970. CIA should determine 

_ whether George Herbert Walker Bush is the person to whom the memorandum 
refers and should provide a definitive statement regarding the scope of its search 


and the basis of its conclusion. 
CIA-IR-10 IG Reports. 
CIA will determine whether the IG’s office maintains an index or inventory of its 


reports and determine whether the IG’s office prepared a report on the handling 
of Oswald. | | 


CIA-IR-11 Warren Commission critics. | 


We are asking that CIA determine whether it possesses any files or records on 
Warren Commission critics Edward J. Epstein, Josiah Thompson, Mark Lane, __ 
Flarold Weisberg, or Sylvia Meagher. The Review. Board is not requesting 


at the DO follow-up briefing on April 1, 1997. The DO had no response and no 
time frame for a response. | | : 


CIA-IR-13 Office or person dealing with organized crime and Cuba, 


The Review Board requested that CIA make a particular personnel file available. - 
The file was made available by CIA for review. The Review Board will discuss 
with you whether any further Steps need to be taken. | 


$e , 

’To the extent that CIA possesses FOIA files or records on any of these | 
individuals, and to the extent that those records contain information that was not filed 
‘with the courts, such records are being requested for review by the Review Board. 
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25 March 1998 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: ARRB Request No. CIA-IR-13, for Information 
‘Concerning Office or Person Dealing with .- 
Organized Crime and Cuba 


1. ARRB Request No. CIA-IR-13, asked for information 
on a specific office or person which may have dealt with 
organized crime and Cuba about the time of the Kennedy | 
assassination. Further, the request asked for a response 
concerning the searches made by the Agency’ to identify this — 
office or person. : | 

2. The Agency conducted an extensive records search 
for any employee who might have been involved in activities 


akin to those described within the request. The search 


identified. a. former employee, Charles D. Ford, as one who 
may have had such responsibilities for a period of time. 


by the ARRB staff and it was provided. Review of the file 
by a ARRB staff member resulted in a number of documents 
being declared assassination records -- three fitness 
reports and a recommendation, approval document and citation 
for an Agency Career Intelligence Medal. These documents - 
have been added to materials awaiting indexing and review by 
the ARRB. | | 


3. The former employee's personnel file was requested 


3. The inclusion of these documents within the JFK 
collection for future processing completes HRP action on 
subject request. | 


J. Barry Harrelson 


Seen: Concur 


Gusts Ape eee ee 
For the Directorate of Operations date 


For the Directorate of Administration date . 
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14 September 1998 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Laura Denk , 
| Executive Director, ARRB 


FROM: | J. Barry Harrelson 
| JFK Project Officer, HRP/OIM 


SUBJECT: — CIA-IR-~13, Office or Person Dealing with 
Organized Crime and Cuba -. 


1. This is in response to referent request: 


2. Searches were made for information responsive to 
the request and materials were provided for examination by 
ARRB staff. From that examination, staff members selected a 
number of documents to -be included within the JFK 
Collection. Those documents have now been included within 
the JFK Collection and are being processed for release to 
NARA . . 


3. This concludes the Agency’s action on this request. 
If you have any question, please advise. 





oe 





J. Barry Harrelsdn 
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- 19 Soptenber 1975 


a 


MEAORANDUM FOR THE RECORD - | 
SUBJECT; Interview by Sonate Conmitteo Invostixators 


o* ?* . 


1. On Thursday, 18 September 1975, I was interviewed for the second 
time by investigators from the Senate Camittee. Tho interview lasted fron 
approxinately 11:20 a.m. until hind My testimony was recorded and will 
be tronscribed. When the transcription ts ready I will be required to road 
it and swear to the truthfiulness of the statcaonts I made. Under ordinary 
circumstances, @ Senator would have been present to swear ne in at this in- 
tetrvicw. Howover, because of the televised public hearings, no Senators were 


. avaliable. An unidentified woasn operated the equipment which consisted of a 


Sony casette recorder an! dictaphone casetta recorder. The primary questioning 
was by My, Postal and Mr, Gordon Rhea, the sans invostirators with whon I spoke 
on the oarlier occassion. At one point or another during the Proceclings three 
othor ren Joined us for various periods of tine. Mr. Rhott Daveon cppearod 
Shortly after the interview began and renafned for. about an hour. ir. Fred — 
Behren (I can't vouch for tho spelling). arrived after about half an hour and 
reuainod for approxfaately twenty minutes, having received a phone call which 
took him away. Mr. Bob Kelly arrived shortly after Mir. Behren and stayed for 


- ‘about 10 minutes longer than Mr. Dehren. Tho interview was conducted in a roon 


in tho Carroll Arss a former hotel across the street froa the Scuate Office 


Bullding, | 7 


2. The meeting began with o reninder that I could have an attorney present 
and that I could refuse to answer any question which micht tend to incriminate 
me. Iwas asked to describe in general terns my work with CIA. ‘2 told thea 
that I joined in 1949; that Y was and am now a member of the Office of Training; 
that in 1960 or thereabouts I had a short tour of duty with the Economie Action 
Croup in the DDP, and that I went directly froa that assignment. to Ni/4 in _.. 
Septesber of 1961. , 


S. Iwas asked to recall ny major activities while with the Cuban operation 


and I did so. I reported that ny first assisnment was the handling of a Cuban. 


agcnt, one Wo wore using to bulld a nucleus of an hd ere for evontual 
operations into Cuba. I identified this man as Mr. Rojas (tr. Rhea, having 
hoard ny description of this activity at our earlier session, did not pursue 


this matter any further). 
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caplained the circusstances, which Hr. Post2i ant Mr. Khea had heard at our 
licr necting, and said that I thought the dzte wes the ond of Murch, 1962. 
Clramstences involved « oustact by a Xow Eock Layer, , . 


: 


drugs fro | 
the matter of who essigned wy "Code Sara.™ I Indicated that the docu- 


mentation that I received came from the Office ef Security but that I did not 


knPy whether that Office selected the nage ex net. + 


activity involving goods 


on the proscribed list; that he wanted Unite? States citizenship and a preat 


deal of money in exchange for allowing us to seni exterisls or tanper with soze 
of the shiments if we could get the proscrfied goadcs ta Canada. I explained to 
the investigators that xy interest Jay in the fice tint 2 in Claimed he could | 
: to to serve as a Reans 
of conmmication betreen us and Che, which Jbe refirsed to do. As for the tele- 
phone call, I-told thea that when Joe rcturmd fron Hs trip to Cuba he called 
= a cu Cuba and we should Patri ot mvay. 
that po we e Aomoy were deep into what would later 
be called the Cuban Hissile Crisis, I told Ibe E ooold got see him and thst we 
probably already knew what he kad to tell me. ‘Thze was the last I heart of Joe. 


7 6. We spent a great-de2l of tine going ower ry meetings with the Attomey 


General and his interest in 2 sal] gray of Outans woo clalxed to have supporters 
in Qaba ready to create an uprising in Santiago Provinos. Tiis is tho caso de- | 
scrited in paragraph 3 of my earlier oceoranizcx. The Imvestigators woro quite 
intcrested in the identity of the man whoa I saw att the gequest of tho.Attorney 

| over this again in as mick decati“ss I could renenber But with- | 
out being sble to recall wto this mm was. I wos wsked if I could doscriboe the 
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ran and I said that I recalled hin as a fairly tall man of average build with |. 

black hair, black eyebrows and glasses. Of considerable interest is the fact 

that perhays 15 to 20 minutes later I was shown on 3 X 10 glossy photograph of 
several people walking in front of what anpeared to be a public building and 
wag asked whether I could identify any of the people in the picture. I could 
sot. ‘fr. Postal pointed to tho central figure and asked if I cod identify hin. 

I snid I could not. (The picture was of a min probably in his mid-sixtics with 

flowing white hair - somewhat on the order of Senator Keating ~ 4 large down- 

, curving‘nose, white, straight eye brows behind dark glasses, a somewhat lined, 
puffy face, and a slightly receding forchead accentuated by the fact that his 
hair was combed straight from front to back, The man was wearing a dark bluo 
or black suit, and one man appeared to be accompanying hin to his lett and 
slightly ahead, and another man slightly to his right and rear. Without hav- 
ing any reference points by which to judge, ny best guess would be tiat the 
subject was about 5'10" tall. lic appeared to be rather heavy, perhaps in the 
range of 220 pounds. There seemed to be a caption of some sort at the bottom 
of the picture but this was hidden from ny view.) tir. Postal asked whether 
the main figure in the photograph could have been the man the Attorney General 
directed me to sec. I replicd that, even allowing for tho difference in years, 
the man in the photograph in no woy-rese@nbled the man I saw on behalf of the 
Attomoy General. 7 | 





7. Messrs. Postal and Rica again brought up the subject of assassination 
end asked whether I had engaged in or had heard mention of, in Task Force W 
or SAS, discussions on the subject of assassination either in general or 
specifically with respect to Castro. 1 told the investigators that the subject 
camé up repeatedly when we were sneaking with Cubans, many of whon, having been 
forced to flee Cuba, sincerely wished for Castro's imiediate denise. I said 
that I had never heard of or engaged in conversations with Agency officers about 
any plan the direct and only. aspect of which was the assassination of Fidel 
Castro. I pointed out that on a mmbor of occasions I dealt with Cubans who 
wanted to kill Castro, but thet iy job was simply to attempt to extract fron 
‘these contacts the nazes of people in Cuba who might be of potential use to us 
in intellicence operatiens. I said that I had never engaged in plotting with 
Cubans rasarding assassination but that I had many conversations with Cubens 
regarding their desire co comiuct paramilitary ac tivities which, as 4 by-product, 

right well result in Castro's death. I pointed cut emphatically that the Agency's 

policy prohibits political assassination. 


8. Ywas asked if I knew Bill, Wainwright and Nestor Sanchez. I told them 
that I knew them both aml that Nestor and I shared an office for a short period 
near tho end of my attachment with SAS. I was asked Sf "AMLASH'' meant anything 
to me and I replied in the negative. This was followed by whether Bi11 ond 
Nestor had discussed with me or mentioned an operation of theirs involving a 
high level officer of the Cuban govermcnt, & military man who made frequent 
trips out of Guba. again I could only reply in the negative. I added the 
juxtaposition of Bill and Nestor in the context of a single operation surprised 
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ms inasmuch as I helioved Nestor to have been involved only in psychological 
onecrations mul Bill working at collecting foreign intelligence. I was tien 
asked if the word “AMOTS"” meant anything to me and I said it did but that all 
‘I could say was that it had to do with counterintelligence activities. if. 
“Rhea asked me whether I could say that the '‘A.OTS" activity was concerned with 
‘contacting Quban exiles in the Mioal area and [ indicated that this was my 
umlerstanding. The subject was not pursucd further. 


‘ §, Iwas asked about my visit to New Orleans (which I had mentioned during 
the previous session) and I explained that these two trips were for the purpose 
of attcspting to find ways of establishing chamels of cormeumication between the 
exiled Qubans in New Orleans and their friends in Cuba, I indicated that I hac 
been able to cone up with a very fine prospect, a Cuban, and that I had tured 
him over to ono of our FI Case Officers. I also said that I had several dis- 
cussiorswith an American whom I declined to identify under the gencral ground 
rule relating to sources of information. Messrs. Postal and Rhea asked if I 
would respond affirmatively if they were to suggest somo initials which might 
correspond to the nate of my Aserican contact. I agreed to do this but the 
initials which they mentioned meant nothing. (Unfortunately, I camyt recall 
thes!) I volunteered the initials of my contact,"FJ", and this produced a blank 
expression on the part of both investigators and a shrug of tr. Khea's shoulders. 
The final question I wag asked was whether I had any knowledge of the 'Ponchar- 
train Operation’. I ‘told then that I knew where Lake Ponchartrain was, and 
that's as far as it went. | —— 


10. We spent a little time on the subject of General Landsdale. I ad- 
mittcd I had attended one meeting in Gencral Landsdale's office in the Pentagon. 
I was asked whether anyone else was there and said that I could recall only one 
nane, Cornelius Roosevelt, but that there were two other people at the meeting. 
In response to a series of questions about what was discussed at that meeting, 
I said that Gencral Landsdale was intorested in various paranilitary possibilities 
and that ry role was limited to piving a quick assessment of whether we had the - 
agent assets to assist in carrying out the various possible operations that 
General Landsdaolo sugested. aes 


_ ll. I was asked whether tho tern "Mongoose meant anything to me and I 
indicated that it was a general tern used to refer to a composite of planned 
operational activities. I said that I had no knowledye of any specific activity 
being planned under this aane and further explained that it was possible that 
saze of my Qiban contacts might have been taken over by other Case Officers for 
use under Mongoose” but that I had no direct knowledge of such having been done. 


12. Mr. Robert Kelly expressed considerable interest in the organization of 
Task Force W. At ene point he asked hoy many echelons there were between me and 
Mr, Hols. I told then that J reported to 21 'arvey; that my title was Special 
Assistant; that Mr. Harvey reported to br, Helrs; that I frequently recolved 


| os 
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assignzent amd. to Suz Halpern; ani that occasionally I wuwertook 
tasks for Brace » Rarvwey*s deuuty, although these tasks were concernal | 
With te worafacs of Yosk Force 8 and did not involvo contact with the Qubans, 
oi nas asked if theve were amy Special Assistant other than ne in Task Force ¥ 


Cicke cay well ire been others bocarse people would show up froa tine to tino for 
, Bort tours ef cuty for several eontks or so ani then depart to carry.on © | 
their wark elseviere, but thot F could net recall anyone by name at the present 


Yh £ wos asked whether I wsed the nase Fiscalini {n clreumstances other 
thom tame described. I sxid that I frequently carried identification in 
Chat mane ad nsej it om several occasions. I described one occasion which was 
| @t aesing eme-tine eontact with m bearing on any iten of interest to the comie- 
tee, Une investizstor asked wictter I bad ever contacted Oubans fn Miaai and I 


Me OL wes weird if I had ever mice contacts with poets St et Oe City 
: : t t ond case, ale. 


» FAL, 1 dechited to identify tie en involved on the grounds of the sorsitivity 
cf his position at thot tice md the fact that I do not knos at present whoro he 
A  . Ss oe what he is coimg. (this wes the beginning of the unsuccessful ECHO Oocra- 
—e Jed samehere in the Task Force ¥ or Mian! Station — - 


2S. I wos ested whetter I ke! ary knowledge of a neeting of the Attormey 


= 
- 


. the 
ELS. agencies mal p > WS. political figures. I further stated that 


MESS stapes were made to get the U.S. to support a Cuban governsent-in- 
- exile amd tice F Sadi had ene ceeting in Washington with a Cuban leader who was 


wice. itwcwer, Hr. Postal did not pursue the matter. 


16. Sore ef the other tonics which were surfaced in connection with tho - 
abore major itoss: I was sshnt wother I lncw the following people or recomizad 
the mazes. {iy resmonses are semarized fn the parentheses and I can't vouch for 
ell me speliings): | 





HW 353217 Docld: 32404585 Page 11 





TONG te OS 


Carlos Teppedino (never heard of him) 
Jose Orta (never heard of: him a 

Sam Glancana (read about him in newspaper; never met him) 
Roselli (road about him in the newspaper; never met him 
Trofficante (read about him in newspaper; never met him 


Big Jim O'Connell (heard. about him in the newspaper; never met him) 


I was ‘asked: whether "No Name Key'meant anything to me and 
I gave a negative response, © | 
aA “Twas asked if I had visited Chicago in the course of my work 
and I told them I had rot. © 


17. This is probably the appropriate point to tnderline my conviction that the 


main, 4£f not the only, point of concern to the investigators is whether I was 
directed to sally forth a initiate contact with members of the a in’ 
the U.S. and who directed me to do. so. Their interest is even more pointedly . 
focussed on whether I had an to do with the Rosselli, Giancana, et al 


: “operations, Once again, I explained that ny job was broader thancthis by a 
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and that I was never directed to take the initiative in establishing 
tle Soe Pt the pnderworld. I said that several, probably m0 more than five 
or six, of the people with whom I dealt were somewhat ‘'shady"' characters, in 
sone cases with recorded run-ins with law enforcement agencies. 


es 


Chief, Training Services Staff, OTR 
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Manuel Artime (a prominent member of Cuban brigade; never met him) _ 
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- | Review Staff:. 75 2723 \ 
Date 28 August 1975 | eer 
‘ : | : oe - 

: _ RI GE 


CIA Task Force | | | . : 


ee 


TO 
FROM 


The Review Staff, Waltet Elder ” 






SUBJECT : SSC/HSC Request | 





RECEIVED: Date “Time eo ‘ig; ST 
Mike Madigan, SSC staff, reports that Mr. Helms 


and Mr. Halpern have testified that in response to a | ) 
request by Attorney-General Robert Kennedy,. the Agency - 
assigned an officer to establish contacts with the under- 
world to: look for possible assets for use against Castro.’ 


| Sam Halpern Says the officer was Charles Ford who 
used the name, Rocky Siscalini. | | 





. Madigan wants any information we have on this and- - 
, would like te intérview the Agency officer. : 
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